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Our History and Commitment to You
Established in 1968, Syprett Meshad delivers a comprehensive array of legal services representing clients in the 
following matters: dissolution of marriage, paternity, child support, prenuptial agreements; auto accidents, motorcycle
accidents, wrongful death, medical malpractice, dog bite, trip and fall; breach of contract, insurance claims, banking 
litigation, fraud litigation; real estate, title insurance, short sales, loan modifications, foreclosure defense, landlord/
tenant litigation; chapter 7 bankruptcy and chapter 13 bankruptcy; criminal defense, DUI defense and juvenile 
defense. Today the firm consists of ten partners, four associate attorneys and a team of support professionals. The 
attorneys at Syprett Meshad are also active in the community and support several civic organizations.

Five Simple Steps To Avoid Accident-Related Mistakes

By Scott Westheimer

Most Florida families will at some point
be forced to deal with an automobile
accident. Every year, 10.8 million motor
vehicle accidents happen in the United
States, and 5 million of those result in
personal injuries or property damage.
In Florida alone there were 235,778 
automobile accidents – 646 per day 
– and 2,558 accident fatalities in 2009.

Know your rights, and keep these simple tips in mind when
you're on the road:

Always wear your seatbelt, and do not text while driving!

If you are injured in an accident, seek immediate medical
attention. Be sure to report all your injuries, no matter
how insignificant they may seem.

Do not give recorded statements to the opposing side’s
insurance company. Do not give any statements to your
own insurance company without first contacting a plain-
tiffs’ personal injury attorney.

Carry adequate insurance, including stacked Under-
insured/Uninsured Motorist coverage. (See blog post 
“Sarasota Car Accident Lawyer, Scott Westheimer, Talks
UM Coverage” on SMRL.com)

Seek immediate legal assistance from a personal injury 
attorney as soon as you have finished with your emer-
gency medical treatment.

Scott Westheimer is head of the Plaintiffs’ Personal Injury 
Department at Syprett Meshad. He handles cases involving
auto and motorcycle accidents as well as trip and fall, dog
bite and products liability cases. Please call the office for a
free consultation at 941-365-7171 or 1-800-969-5000.
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Stay connected. Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/syprettmeshad 
Follow us on Twitter: @syprettmeshad

...Nancy E.Cason, a managing partner of SMRL, was named
to the Florida Super Lawyers Rising Stars list as one of the
top attorneys in Florida for 2012. Eligible members for this
recognition comprise fewer than 2.5% of young lawyers 
in the state. Super Lawyers, a Thomson Reuters business, 
is a rating service of outstanding lawyers from more than 
70 practice areas who have attained a high degree of peer
recognition and professional achievement. Nancy focuses
her practice in real estate law which includes Foreclosure
Defense, Short Sales, Residential and Commercial purchase
and sale transactions. 

Governor Rick Scott recently appointed Cason to the Twelfth
Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission. Her appointment
will run through July 1, 2015. 

...Michael Resnick and Teresa Jones were recently named 
to the Florida Super Lawyers 2012 list. This elite group 
is comprised of the top 5% of Florida attorneys. Michael 
has been practicing family and marital law for four decades
and is one of the firm’s original partners. This is the sixth
consecutive year he has been selected for inclusion on the
Florida Super Lawyers list.

Teresa is a Board Certified Civil Trial lawyer who has been
with the firm since 1986. She has been a certified county
and circuit mediator since 1998 and has an “AV” rating 
by Martindale Hubbell. This is the seventh consecutive 
year Teresa has been selected for inclusion by Florida 
Super Lawyers.

... Scott Westheimer, a managing partner, was selected 
for inclusion in the 2012 Florida Trend Legal Elite list.
The list is comprised of only 1,348 attorneys selected by
their colleagues as highly regarded lawyers who practice 
in the state of Florida. Trend magazine’s final list represents 
approximately 2% of the more than 67,000 active Florida

Bar members who practice in Florida. Scott has been recog-
nized as an AV® Preeminent Peer Review Rated™ attorney
from Martindale-Hubbell.

Scott is the Immediate Past President of the Sarasota County
Bar Association, and has been managing partner at Syprett
Meshad since 2002. He focuses his practice in the area of
plaintiffs’ personal injury including auto accidents, motor-
cycle accidents, trip and fall, dog bite and products liability.

... Cynthia “Cyndi” Riddell, has joined Syprett Meshad as 
a new partner. She will lead the firm’s bankruptcy division,
primarily representing consumers and creditors in the
United States Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District 
of Florida. She represents clients seeking Chapter 7 and
Chapter 13 bankruptcy protection. Riddell received her 
Juris Doctorate from Stetson University College of Law. 
She is a member of the American Bankruptcy Institute, a
member of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association and
is a Board Member of the Young Lawyers Division of the
Sarasota Bar Association. Welcome Cyndi!

SMRL Making Headlines...
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BREAKING NEWS:
Experience a drop in income at anytime from May through December 2010 compared to prior years?
You may be eligible to file a claim under the new BP class action settlement - See page 4
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“In Florida alone there were 
235,778 automobile accidents –
646 per day – and 2,558 accident 
fatalities in 2009.”

By Amanda King

Dividing assets in a divorce can be
complicated. The first step is to iden-
tify each asset or debt as “marital” or
“nonmarital”.  

Nonmarital assets are generally those
acquired prior to the marriage, or assets
which were acquired from the proceeds
of those assets. Some assets obtained

during the marriage, such as those from an inheritance or a
legal settlement, may be considered nonmarital. Frequently,
decisions made during the marriage can convert a nonmarital
asset to a marital one. The spouse who claims that an asset is
nonmarital has the burden of proving it, and careful record
keeping is crucial.

All marital assets are equitably distributed between the
spouses, with the presumption that the distribution will be
equal. Several factors can affect distribution, including the 

duration of the marriage, the
contribution of each spouse,
the economic circumstances of each spouse, whether one
spouse voluntarily interrupted his or her career for the sake
of the marriage, the marital misconduct or intentional waste
of assets by either spouse, and many others.

After the assets and debts are decided, one spouse may have
a valid claim for alimony. The law in Florida is evolving, and
there are now four types of alimony available after the 
divorce is final: durational alimony, “bridge the gap” alimony,
rehabilitative alimony, and permanent alimony. The length
of the marriage is generally the critical factor here. Any 
alimony award must be based on the needs of the receiving
spouse, and the ability of the other to pay. 

If you have additional questions, please call our Family Law
Department at (941) 365-7171.

Handling Assets and Debts in a Divorce

Syprett Meshad Handling BP Claims Under 
New Class Action Settlement Agreement.
Did you or your business experience a drop in 

income at anytime from May through 
December 2010 compared to prior years?

You may be eligible to file a claim. – See page 4
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Nancy E. Cason
Bachelor of Arts, University of South Florida, 
Juris Doctorate, University of Florida, High Honors
2012 Florida Super Lawyers Rising Star
Gubernatorial Appointee 12th Circuit Judicial 
Nominating Commission
Practice Areas: Real Estate Transactions & Litigation,
Estate/Probate, Commercial Litigation
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Board member of the Young Lawyers Division 
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Served as an Assistant State Attorney in the 
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Practice Areas: Marital and Family Law, 
Personal Injury

By Cyndi Riddell

If you are ever forced to declare
bankruptcy, consult with a lawyer.
Most individuals file under Chapter 7
or Chapter 13 of the bankruptcy
code, but there are major differences
between the two. The most obvious
is that Chapter 7 does not require
you to set up a court-approved 
repayment plan; Chapter 13, mean-
while, does require repayment, even

though most Chapter 13 filers end up repaying a small per-
centage of the total debt.

Even if you qualify for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, you may still
want to file under Chapter 13 because it allows individuals
to catch up on mortgages. Chapter 13 can also be used to
modify a mortgage on the debtor’s principal residence, 
without the threat of foreclosure.

Chapter 7 bankruptcy – “straight bankruptcy” – is also known
as “liquidation.” An individual is given a certain amount of
property exemptions; any non-exempt property is turned
over to a trustee to liquidate for the benefit of the unsecured
creditors.
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Homeowner Relief Is Here! So you're declaring bankruptcy: Chapter 7 versus Chapter 13

BREAKING NEWS: Syprett Meshad Handling BP Claims
Under New Class Action Settlement Agreement
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Under the terms of the recent class action settlement agreement, if you or your
business is located in one of the coastal counties on the West Coast of Florida
and experienced a drop in revenue at anytime from May through December
2010, compared to prior years, you may be eligible to file a claim.

The 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was the largest
accidental spill in history. During a three-month period, nearly 200 million 
gallons of oil gushed from the bottom of the Gulf. Scores of residents and 
business owners from Texas to Florida suffered damages, loss of income or
the ability to earn income.

As a result of this settlement, the legal team at Syprett Meshad is positioned
to help determine if you qualify and represent you in the claim process under
the new BP Economic and Property Damage Class Action Settlement 
Agreement. Protect your legal rights. To speak with one of our settlement team
members, call (800) 969-5000. If you qualify, Syprett Meshad is prepared to
help you obtain the compensation you deserve.

By Nancy Cason

In February of 2012 the Departments of
Justice, along with 49 State Attorneys
General and various other federal agen-
cies announced they reached a landmark
settlement with our nation’s five largest
mortgage servicers: Bank of America,
Wells Fargo, JP Morgan Chase & Co.,
Citibank, and Ally Financial (formerly

GMAC). The Settlement resolves various claims made by 
federal and state agencies stemming from the “robo-signing”
scandal, shady mortgage foreclosure practices, unfair and 
deceptive practices and scores of other mortgage origination
and servicing abuses. It is estimated that the parties to the
National Mortgage Settlement service approximately 50% 
of all residential mortgage loans in the U.S. Importantly, 
loans owned by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac are NOT 
included in the settlement, nor are any loans serviced by any
other servicer.

The five major aspects of the Settlement are as follows: (1)
restitution payments to the 49 participating states (2) loan
modifications (including principal balance reductions) for 
qualifying underwater borrowers who are in default (3) refi-
nancing at current rates for qualifying homeowners who are
current (4) restitution for victims of wrongful foreclosure and
(5) implementation of new mortgage servicing standards
which require servicers to create a single point of contact for
customers, proper training for the mortgage servicer’s loss 
mitigation staff, and streamlined loan modification and short
sale procedures, just to name a few. Additional information
on the National Mortgage Settlement terms can be found at
www.nationalmortgagesettlement.com.

Nancy Cason is scheduled to speak at the upcoming USF Residential Mortgage 
Foreclosure Mediation Training on Friday, September 21 at USF Tampa.

Importantly, the Settlement also provides financial incentives
for servicers to forgive deficiency balances in connection
with short sales. The Mortgage Debt Forgiveness Relief Act
was implemented to alleviate the adverse tax consequences
to homeowners of deficiency forgiveness in connection with
certain primary residence short sales. However, the Act is set
to expire on December 31, 2012. If you are an underwater
homeowner considering a short sale, especially of a primary
residence, NOW is the time to act!

Nancy Cason is a managing partner of SMRL and practices
in the areas of foreclosure defense and real estate which 
includes counseling homeowners facing foreclosure and
seeking foreclosure alternatives such as short sale. If you 
are facing foreclosure or have a real estate matter you need
assistance with, please contact our real estate department
at 941-365-7171.

Working For You – The Attorneys of 
Syprett, Meshad, Resnick, Lieb, Dumbaugh, Jones, Krotec & Westheimer, P.A.

Eligibility for Chapter 7 is determined by a mathematical 
formula that calculates the debtor's recent income and 
compares it against the state's median income. The main 
benefit of a Chapter 7 bankruptcy is that it gives individuals
with large amounts of unsecured debt a chance to wipe out
that debt and get a fresh start. The whole process usually takes
only three to six months.

The real key to determining how best to go about bankruptcy
is proper planning overseen by a bankruptcy attorney. Make
the right decisions without being rushed! Be proactive 
and take a minute to call the office for a free, no obligation 
consultation. Call us today at 941-365-7171 or visit our 
website (smrl.com) for more information. 
Take your time now, and reduce 
uncertainty and stress later.

National Mortgage Settlement
Homeowner Eligibility Hotlines

Ally/GMAC 1-800-766-4622

Bank of America 1-877-488-7814

Citi 1-866-272-4749

JP Morgan Chase 1-866-372-6901

Wells Fargo 1-800-288-3212
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If you are ever forced to declare
bankruptcy, consult with a lawyer.
Most individuals file under Chapter 7
or Chapter 13 of the bankruptcy
code, but there are major differences
between the two. The most obvious
is that Chapter 7 does not require
you to set up a court-approved 
repayment plan; Chapter 13, mean-
while, does require repayment, even

though most Chapter 13 filers end up repaying a small per-
centage of the total debt.

Even if you qualify for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, you may still
want to file under Chapter 13 because it allows individuals
to catch up on mortgages. Chapter 13 can also be used to
modify a mortgage on the debtor’s principal residence, 
without the threat of foreclosure.

Chapter 7 bankruptcy – “straight bankruptcy” – is also known
as “liquidation.” An individual is given a certain amount of
property exemptions; any non-exempt property is turned
over to a trustee to liquidate for the benefit of the unsecured
creditors.

SYPRETT MESHAD SIDEBAR   I   1900 RINGLING BLVD.   I   SARASOTA, FL 34236   I   PH: (941) 365-7171  I www.SMRL.com SYPRETT MESHAD SIDEBAR I 1900 RINGLING BLVD. I SARASOTA, FL 34236 I PHONE: (941) 365-7171 I TOLL FREE: (800) 969-5000 I www.SMRL.com

Homeowner Relief Is Here! So you're declaring bankruptcy: Chapter 7 versus Chapter 13

BREAKING NEWS: Syprett Meshad Handling BP Claims
Under New Class Action Settlement Agreement

3 SYPRETT MESHAD SIDEBAR I 1900 RINGLING BLVD. I SARASOTA, FL 34236 I PHONE: (941) 365-7171 I TOLL FREE: (800) 969-5000 I www.SMRL.com 4SYPRETT MESHAD SIDEBAR I 1900 RINGLING BLVD. I SARASOTA, FL 34236 I PHONE: (941) 365-7171 I TOLL FREE: (800) 969-5000 I www.SMRL.com 2

Under the terms of the recent class action settlement agreement, if you or your
business is located in one of the coastal counties on the West Coast of Florida
and experienced a drop in revenue at anytime from May through December
2010, compared to prior years, you may be eligible to file a claim.

The 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was the largest
accidental spill in history. During a three-month period, nearly 200 million 
gallons of oil gushed from the bottom of the Gulf. Scores of residents and 
business owners from Texas to Florida suffered damages, loss of income or
the ability to earn income.

As a result of this settlement, the legal team at Syprett Meshad is positioned
to help determine if you qualify and represent you in the claim process under
the new BP Economic and Property Damage Class Action Settlement 
Agreement. Protect your legal rights. To speak with one of our settlement team
members, call (800) 969-5000. If you qualify, Syprett Meshad is prepared to
help you obtain the compensation you deserve.
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modifications (including principal balance reductions) for 
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current (4) restitution for victims of wrongful foreclosure and
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sale procedures, just to name a few. Additional information
on the National Mortgage Settlement terms can be found at
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Nancy Cason is scheduled to speak at the upcoming USF Residential Mortgage 
Foreclosure Mediation Training on Friday, September 21 at USF Tampa.

Importantly, the Settlement also provides financial incentives
for servicers to forgive deficiency balances in connection
with short sales. The Mortgage Debt Forgiveness Relief Act
was implemented to alleviate the adverse tax consequences
to homeowners of deficiency forgiveness in connection with
certain primary residence short sales. However, the Act is set
to expire on December 31, 2012. If you are an underwater
homeowner considering a short sale, especially of a primary
residence, NOW is the time to act!

Nancy Cason is a managing partner of SMRL and practices
in the areas of foreclosure defense and real estate which 
includes counseling homeowners facing foreclosure and
seeking foreclosure alternatives such as short sale. If you 
are facing foreclosure or have a real estate matter you need
assistance with, please contact our real estate department
at 941-365-7171.
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Eligibility for Chapter 7 is determined by a mathematical 
formula that calculates the debtor's recent income and 
compares it against the state's median income. The main 
benefit of a Chapter 7 bankruptcy is that it gives individuals
with large amounts of unsecured debt a chance to wipe out
that debt and get a fresh start. The whole process usually takes
only three to six months.

The real key to determining how best to go about bankruptcy
is proper planning overseen by a bankruptcy attorney. Make
the right decisions without being rushed! Be proactive 
and take a minute to call the office for a free, no obligation 
consultation. Call us today at 941-365-7171 or visit our 
website (smrl.com) for more information. 
Take your time now, and reduce 
uncertainty and stress later.
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Civil Appeals

Jeffrey M. Guy
Bachelor of Science, Fairmont State University
Juris Doctorate, Stetson University
Practice Areas: Marital and Family Law, 
Personal Injury

By Cyndi Riddell

If you are ever forced to declare
bankruptcy, consult with a lawyer.
Most individuals file under Chapter 7
or Chapter 13 of the bankruptcy
code, but there are major differences
between the two. The most obvious
is that Chapter 7 does not require
you to set up a court-approved 
repayment plan; Chapter 13, mean-
while, does require repayment, even

though most Chapter 13 filers end up repaying a small per-
centage of the total debt.

Even if you qualify for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, you may still
want to file under Chapter 13 because it allows individuals
to catch up on mortgages. Chapter 13 can also be used to
modify a mortgage on the debtor’s principal residence, 
without the threat of foreclosure.

Chapter 7 bankruptcy – “straight bankruptcy” – is also known
as “liquidation.” An individual is given a certain amount of
property exemptions; any non-exempt property is turned
over to a trustee to liquidate for the benefit of the unsecured
creditors.
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Homeowner Relief Is Here! So you're declaring bankruptcy: Chapter 7 versus Chapter 13

BREAKING NEWS: Syprett Meshad Handling BP Claims
Under New Class Action Settlement Agreement
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Under the terms of the recent class action settlement agreement, if you or your
business is located in one of the coastal counties on the West Coast of Florida
and experienced a drop in revenue at anytime from May through December
2010, compared to prior years, you may be eligible to file a claim.

The 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was the largest
accidental spill in history. During a three-month period, nearly 200 million 
gallons of oil gushed from the bottom of the Gulf. Scores of residents and 
business owners from Texas to Florida suffered damages, loss of income or
the ability to earn income.

As a result of this settlement, the legal team at Syprett Meshad is positioned
to help determine if you qualify and represent you in the claim process under
the new BP Economic and Property Damage Class Action Settlement 
Agreement. Protect your legal rights. To speak with one of our settlement team
members, call (800) 969-5000. If you qualify, Syprett Meshad is prepared to
help you obtain the compensation you deserve.

By Nancy Cason

In February of 2012 the Departments of
Justice, along with 49 State Attorneys
General and various other federal agen-
cies announced they reached a landmark
settlement with our nation’s five largest
mortgage servicers: Bank of America,
Wells Fargo, JP Morgan Chase & Co.,
Citibank, and Ally Financial (formerly

GMAC). The Settlement resolves various claims made by 
federal and state agencies stemming from the “robo-signing”
scandal, shady mortgage foreclosure practices, unfair and 
deceptive practices and scores of other mortgage origination
and servicing abuses. It is estimated that the parties to the
National Mortgage Settlement service approximately 50% 
of all residential mortgage loans in the U.S. Importantly, 
loans owned by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac are NOT 
included in the settlement, nor are any loans serviced by any
other servicer.

The five major aspects of the Settlement are as follows: (1)
restitution payments to the 49 participating states (2) loan
modifications (including principal balance reductions) for 
qualifying underwater borrowers who are in default (3) refi-
nancing at current rates for qualifying homeowners who are
current (4) restitution for victims of wrongful foreclosure and
(5) implementation of new mortgage servicing standards
which require servicers to create a single point of contact for
customers, proper training for the mortgage servicer’s loss 
mitigation staff, and streamlined loan modification and short
sale procedures, just to name a few. Additional information
on the National Mortgage Settlement terms can be found at
www.nationalmortgagesettlement.com.

Nancy Cason is scheduled to speak at the upcoming USF Residential Mortgage 
Foreclosure Mediation Training on Friday, September 21 at USF Tampa.

Importantly, the Settlement also provides financial incentives
for servicers to forgive deficiency balances in connection
with short sales. The Mortgage Debt Forgiveness Relief Act
was implemented to alleviate the adverse tax consequences
to homeowners of deficiency forgiveness in connection with
certain primary residence short sales. However, the Act is set
to expire on December 31, 2012. If you are an underwater
homeowner considering a short sale, especially of a primary
residence, NOW is the time to act!

Nancy Cason is a managing partner of SMRL and practices
in the areas of foreclosure defense and real estate which 
includes counseling homeowners facing foreclosure and
seeking foreclosure alternatives such as short sale. If you 
are facing foreclosure or have a real estate matter you need
assistance with, please contact our real estate department
at 941-365-7171.

Working For You – The Attorneys of 
Syprett, Meshad, Resnick, Lieb, Dumbaugh, Jones, Krotec & Westheimer, P.A.

Eligibility for Chapter 7 is determined by a mathematical 
formula that calculates the debtor's recent income and 
compares it against the state's median income. The main 
benefit of a Chapter 7 bankruptcy is that it gives individuals
with large amounts of unsecured debt a chance to wipe out
that debt and get a fresh start. The whole process usually takes
only three to six months.

The real key to determining how best to go about bankruptcy
is proper planning overseen by a bankruptcy attorney. Make
the right decisions without being rushed! Be proactive 
and take a minute to call the office for a free, no obligation 
consultation. Call us today at 941-365-7171 or visit our 
website (smrl.com) for more information. 
Take your time now, and reduce 
uncertainty and stress later.

National Mortgage Settlement
Homeowner Eligibility Hotlines

Ally/GMAC 1-800-766-4622

Bank of America 1-877-488-7814

Citi 1-866-272-4749

JP Morgan Chase 1-866-372-6901

Wells Fargo 1-800-288-3212
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Our History and Commitment to You
Established in 1968, Syprett Meshad delivers a comprehensive array of legal services representing clients in the 
following matters: dissolution of marriage, paternity, child support, prenuptial agreements; auto accidents, motorcycle
accidents, wrongful death, medical malpractice, dog bite, trip and fall; breach of contract, insurance claims, banking 
litigation, fraud litigation; real estate, title insurance, short sales, loan modifications, foreclosure defense, landlord/
tenant litigation; chapter 7 bankruptcy and chapter 13 bankruptcy; criminal defense, DUI defense and juvenile 
defense. Today the firm consists of ten partners, four associate attorneys and a team of support professionals. The 
attorneys at Syprett Meshad are also active in the community and support several civic organizations.

Five Simple Steps To Avoid Accident-Related Mistakes

By Scott Westheimer

Most Florida families will at some point
be forced to deal with an automobile
accident. Every year, 10.8 million motor
vehicle accidents happen in the United
States, and 5 million of those result in
personal injuries or property damage.
In Florida alone there were 235,778 
automobile accidents – 646 per day 
– and 2,558 accident fatalities in 2009.

Know your rights, and keep these simple tips in mind when
you're on the road:

Always wear your seatbelt, and do not text while driving!

If you are injured in an accident, seek immediate medical
attention. Be sure to report all your injuries, no matter
how insignificant they may seem.

Do not give recorded statements to the opposing side’s
insurance company. Do not give any statements to your
own insurance company without first contacting a plain-
tiffs’ personal injury attorney.

Carry adequate insurance, including stacked Under-
insured/Uninsured Motorist coverage. (See blog post 
“Sarasota Car Accident Lawyer, Scott Westheimer, Talks
UM Coverage” on SMRL.com)

Seek immediate legal assistance from a personal injury 
attorney as soon as you have finished with your emer-
gency medical treatment.

Scott Westheimer is head of the Plaintiffs’ Personal Injury 
Department at Syprett Meshad. He handles cases involving
auto and motorcycle accidents as well as trip and fall, dog
bite and products liability cases. Please call the office for a
free consultation at 941-365-7171 or 1-800-969-5000.
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Stay connected. Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/syprettmeshad 
Follow us on Twitter: @syprettmeshad

...Nancy E.Cason, a managing partner of SMRL, was named
to the Florida Super Lawyers Rising Stars list as one of the
top attorneys in Florida for 2012. Eligible members for this
recognition comprise fewer than 2.5% of young lawyers 
in the state. Super Lawyers, a Thomson Reuters business, 
is a rating service of outstanding lawyers from more than 
70 practice areas who have attained a high degree of peer
recognition and professional achievement. Nancy focuses
her practice in real estate law which includes Foreclosure
Defense, Short Sales, Residential and Commercial purchase
and sale transactions. 

Governor Rick Scott recently appointed Cason to the Twelfth
Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission. Her appointment
will run through July 1, 2015. 

...Michael Resnick and Teresa Jones were recently named 
to the Florida Super Lawyers 2012 list. This elite group 
is comprised of the top 5% of Florida attorneys. Michael 
has been practicing family and marital law for four decades
and is one of the firm’s original partners. This is the sixth
consecutive year he has been selected for inclusion on the
Florida Super Lawyers list.

Teresa is a Board Certified Civil Trial lawyer who has been
with the firm since 1986. She has been a certified county
and circuit mediator since 1998 and has an “AV” rating 
by Martindale Hubbell. This is the seventh consecutive 
year Teresa has been selected for inclusion by Florida 
Super Lawyers.

... Scott Westheimer, a managing partner, was selected 
for inclusion in the 2012 Florida Trend Legal Elite list.
The list is comprised of only 1,348 attorneys selected by
their colleagues as highly regarded lawyers who practice 
in the state of Florida. Trend magazine’s final list represents 
approximately 2% of the more than 67,000 active Florida

Bar members who practice in Florida. Scott has been recog-
nized as an AV® Preeminent Peer Review Rated™ attorney
from Martindale-Hubbell.

Scott is the Immediate Past President of the Sarasota County
Bar Association, and has been managing partner at Syprett
Meshad since 2002. He focuses his practice in the area of
plaintiffs’ personal injury including auto accidents, motor-
cycle accidents, trip and fall, dog bite and products liability.

... Cynthia “Cyndi” Riddell, has joined Syprett Meshad as 
a new partner. She will lead the firm’s bankruptcy division,
primarily representing consumers and creditors in the
United States Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District 
of Florida. She represents clients seeking Chapter 7 and
Chapter 13 bankruptcy protection. Riddell received her 
Juris Doctorate from Stetson University College of Law. 
She is a member of the American Bankruptcy Institute, a
member of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association and
is a Board Member of the Young Lawyers Division of the
Sarasota Bar Association. Welcome Cyndi!

SMRL Making Headlines...
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BREAKING NEWS:
Experience a drop in income at anytime from May through December 2010 compared to prior years?
You may be eligible to file a claim under the new BP class action settlement - See page 4
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“In Florida alone there were 
235,778 automobile accidents –
646 per day – and 2,558 accident 
fatalities in 2009.”

By Amanda King

Dividing assets in a divorce can be
complicated. The first step is to iden-
tify each asset or debt as “marital” or
“nonmarital”.  

Nonmarital assets are generally those
acquired prior to the marriage, or assets
which were acquired from the proceeds
of those assets. Some assets obtained

during the marriage, such as those from an inheritance or a
legal settlement, may be considered nonmarital. Frequently,
decisions made during the marriage can convert a nonmarital
asset to a marital one. The spouse who claims that an asset is
nonmarital has the burden of proving it, and careful record
keeping is crucial.

All marital assets are equitably distributed between the
spouses, with the presumption that the distribution will be
equal. Several factors can affect distribution, including the 

duration of the marriage, the
contribution of each spouse,
the economic circumstances of each spouse, whether one
spouse voluntarily interrupted his or her career for the sake
of the marriage, the marital misconduct or intentional waste
of assets by either spouse, and many others.

After the assets and debts are decided, one spouse may have
a valid claim for alimony. The law in Florida is evolving, and
there are now four types of alimony available after the 
divorce is final: durational alimony, “bridge the gap” alimony,
rehabilitative alimony, and permanent alimony. The length
of the marriage is generally the critical factor here. Any 
alimony award must be based on the needs of the receiving
spouse, and the ability of the other to pay. 

If you have additional questions, please call our Family Law
Department at (941) 365-7171.

Handling Assets and Debts in a Divorce

Syprett Meshad Handling BP Claims Under 
New Class Action Settlement Agreement.
Did you or your business experience a drop in 

income at anytime from May through 
December 2010 compared to prior years?

You may be eligible to file a claim. – See page 4
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accidents, wrongful death, medical malpractice, dog bite, trip and fall; breach of contract, insurance claims, banking 
litigation, fraud litigation; real estate, title insurance, short sales, loan modifications, foreclosure defense, landlord/
tenant litigation; chapter 7 bankruptcy and chapter 13 bankruptcy; criminal defense, DUI defense and juvenile 
defense. Today the firm consists of ten partners, four associate attorneys and a team of support professionals. The 
attorneys at Syprett Meshad are also active in the community and support several civic organizations.

Five Simple Steps To Avoid Accident-Related Mistakes

By Scott Westheimer

Most Florida families will at some point
be forced to deal with an automobile
accident. Every year, 10.8 million motor
vehicle accidents happen in the United
States, and 5 million of those result in
personal injuries or property damage.
In Florida alone there were 235,778 
automobile accidents – 646 per day 
– and 2,558 accident fatalities in 2009.

Know your rights, and keep these simple tips in mind when
you're on the road:

Always wear your seatbelt, and do not text while driving!

If you are injured in an accident, seek immediate medical
attention. Be sure to report all your injuries, no matter
how insignificant they may seem.

Do not give recorded statements to the opposing side’s
insurance company. Do not give any statements to your
own insurance company without first contacting a plain-
tiffs’ personal injury attorney.

Carry adequate insurance, including stacked Under-
insured/Uninsured Motorist coverage. (See blog post 
“Sarasota Car Accident Lawyer, Scott Westheimer, Talks
UM Coverage” on SMRL.com)

Seek immediate legal assistance from a personal injury 
attorney as soon as you have finished with your emer-
gency medical treatment.

Scott Westheimer is head of the Plaintiffs’ Personal Injury 
Department at Syprett Meshad. He handles cases involving
auto and motorcycle accidents as well as trip and fall, dog
bite and products liability cases. Please call the office for a
free consultation at 941-365-7171 or 1-800-969-5000.
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top attorneys in Florida for 2012. Eligible members for this
recognition comprise fewer than 2.5% of young lawyers 
in the state. Super Lawyers, a Thomson Reuters business, 
is a rating service of outstanding lawyers from more than 
70 practice areas who have attained a high degree of peer
recognition and professional achievement. Nancy focuses
her practice in real estate law which includes Foreclosure
Defense, Short Sales, Residential and Commercial purchase
and sale transactions. 

Governor Rick Scott recently appointed Cason to the Twelfth
Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission. Her appointment
will run through July 1, 2015. 

...Michael Resnick and Teresa Jones were recently named 
to the Florida Super Lawyers 2012 list. This elite group 
is comprised of the top 5% of Florida attorneys. Michael 
has been practicing family and marital law for four decades
and is one of the firm’s original partners. This is the sixth
consecutive year he has been selected for inclusion on the
Florida Super Lawyers list.

Teresa is a Board Certified Civil Trial lawyer who has been
with the firm since 1986. She has been a certified county
and circuit mediator since 1998 and has an “AV” rating 
by Martindale Hubbell. This is the seventh consecutive 
year Teresa has been selected for inclusion by Florida 
Super Lawyers.

... Scott Westheimer, a managing partner, was selected 
for inclusion in the 2012 Florida Trend Legal Elite list.
The list is comprised of only 1,348 attorneys selected by
their colleagues as highly regarded lawyers who practice 
in the state of Florida. Trend magazine’s final list represents 
approximately 2% of the more than 67,000 active Florida

Bar members who practice in Florida. Scott has been recog-
nized as an AV® Preeminent Peer Review Rated™ attorney
from Martindale-Hubbell.

Scott is the Immediate Past President of the Sarasota County
Bar Association, and has been managing partner at Syprett
Meshad since 2002. He focuses his practice in the area of
plaintiffs’ personal injury including auto accidents, motor-
cycle accidents, trip and fall, dog bite and products liability.

... Cynthia “Cyndi” Riddell, has joined Syprett Meshad as 
a new partner. She will lead the firm’s bankruptcy division,
primarily representing consumers and creditors in the
United States Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District 
of Florida. She represents clients seeking Chapter 7 and
Chapter 13 bankruptcy protection. Riddell received her 
Juris Doctorate from Stetson University College of Law. 
She is a member of the American Bankruptcy Institute, a
member of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association and
is a Board Member of the Young Lawyers Division of the
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BREAKING NEWS:
Experience a drop in income at anytime from May through December 2010 compared to prior years?
You may be eligible to file a claim under the new BP class action settlement - See page 4
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“In Florida alone there were 
235,778 automobile accidents –
646 per day – and 2,558 accident 
fatalities in 2009.”

By Amanda King

Dividing assets in a divorce can be
complicated. The first step is to iden-
tify each asset or debt as “marital” or
“nonmarital”.  

Nonmarital assets are generally those
acquired prior to the marriage, or assets
which were acquired from the proceeds
of those assets. Some assets obtained

during the marriage, such as those from an inheritance or a
legal settlement, may be considered nonmarital. Frequently,
decisions made during the marriage can convert a nonmarital
asset to a marital one. The spouse who claims that an asset is
nonmarital has the burden of proving it, and careful record
keeping is crucial.

All marital assets are equitably distributed between the
spouses, with the presumption that the distribution will be
equal. Several factors can affect distribution, including the 

duration of the marriage, the
contribution of each spouse,
the economic circumstances of each spouse, whether one
spouse voluntarily interrupted his or her career for the sake
of the marriage, the marital misconduct or intentional waste
of assets by either spouse, and many others.

After the assets and debts are decided, one spouse may have
a valid claim for alimony. The law in Florida is evolving, and
there are now four types of alimony available after the 
divorce is final: durational alimony, “bridge the gap” alimony,
rehabilitative alimony, and permanent alimony. The length
of the marriage is generally the critical factor here. Any 
alimony award must be based on the needs of the receiving
spouse, and the ability of the other to pay. 

If you have additional questions, please call our Family Law
Department at (941) 365-7171.

Handling Assets and Debts in a Divorce

Syprett Meshad Handling BP Claims Under 
New Class Action Settlement Agreement.
Did you or your business experience a drop in 

income at anytime from May through 
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